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BOROUGH  OF  BOSTON 
AND 

PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Boston. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I present  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  for  1969. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  popula- 
tion was  25,260,  210  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  natural 
increase  which  is  the  excess  of  births  compared  with  deaths 
was  131. 

During  1969  there  were  415  births,  an  increase  of  5 over 
that  for  1968.  44  of  these  were  illegitimate  which  was  11% 
of  the  total  live  births.  The  Crude  Birth  Rate  was  16.4  whilst 
the  Corrected  Rate  was  16.6.  This  was  exactly  the  same  as  for 
1968.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  16.3.  There  were 
5 Still  Births  in  1969,  2 less  than  in  the  previous  year.  This 
gave  a Still  Birth  Rate  of  12  compared  with  13  for  England 
and  Wales. 

7 Infants  under  the  age  of  1 year  died  in  1969,  again  2 fewer 
than  in  1968.  4 of  these  occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life.  This 
gave  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  17.  The  National  figure  was 
18. 


The  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  was  21  compared  with  23  for 
England  and  Wales.  All  these  figures  were  extremely  satis- 
factory. 

There  were  284  deaths  from  all  causes  in  1969,  25  less  than 
in  1968.  This  gave  a corrected  figure  of  11.9  which  is  identical 
to  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  144  deaths 
from  all  forms  of  Heart  Disease  and  this  represented  nearly 
51%  of  the  deaths.  Second  came  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Res- 
piratory Disease,  namely  51  or  nearly  18%  of  all  deaths,  whilst 
third  with  43  came  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Malignant  Disease 
and  this  represented  15%. 

Infectious  diseases  did  not  create  any  real  problems  during 
1969.  Surprisingly  Infective  Jaundice  with  65  notified  cases 
was  the  most  important  of  those  notified.  For  the  first  time  for 
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many  years  no  cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified  and  there  was 
only  1 case  of  Food  Poisoning.  There  were  also  5 cases  of 
Acute  Meningitis,  a somewhat  rare  disease  in  the  Borough, 
no  cases  having  been  notified  in  the  past  10  years.  Only  13 
cases  of  Measles  were  notified,  the  lowest  number  for  many 
years,  and  it  might  be  that  the  immunisation  programme 
against  Measles  which  the  County  Council  introduced  a few 
years  ago  might  be  responsible. 

Later  in  the  Report  are  details  of  all  the  activities  of  the 
Health  Department  and  the  staff  are  to  be  congratulated  for 
their  efforts  during  the  year.  Mr.  Chamberlain’s  help  and 
assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report  is  gratefully 
acknowledged. 

I also  wish  to  thank  the  Town  Clerk  for  his  humorous  ad- 
vice so  readily  given  to  the  Department  on  all  occasions,  and 
also  to  all  the  other  Chief  Officers  and  their  staffs  for  their  full 
co-operation  at  all  times. 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee also  show  a great  interest  in  the  work  carried  out  and 
their  support  and  encouragement  is  also  gratefully  acknow- 
ledged. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  HIRD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 

6,  Bridge  Street, 

BOSTON,  Lines. 

Telephone  No.  4601  (six  lines). 

September,  1970 
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Parti 


SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 


BOROUGH. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres)  3,259 

Home  Population  (Registrar-General’s  mid-year 

estimate  for  1969) 25,260 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  end  of  1969 

(according  to  the  Rate  Books)  9,242 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1970  £1,120,975 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (Est.  1970-71)  ...  £4,520 

Estimated  average  number  of  Persons  per 

Inhabited  House  2.7 

Estimated  average  number  of  Persons  per  acre  ...  7.8 

Average  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  per  acre  ...  2.8 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS,  ETC. 


The  social  conditions  of  the  area  have  remained  unchanged 
during  the  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

...  172 

199 

371 

Illegitimate  

...  26 

18 

44 

Total  Live  Births  

...  198 

217 

415 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  population 

(crude)  

. ...  ... 

16.4 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  population 

(adjusted)  

. 

16.6 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  ... 

11 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

4 

— 

4 

Illegitimate  

1 

— 

1 

Total  Still  Births  

5 

— 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ... 

...  12 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

...  203 

217 

420 

5 


infant  Deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  Male 

Legitimate  3 

Illegitimate  — 


Female  Total 
3 6 

1 1 


Total 


3 4 7 


Infant  Mortality  Rates  : — 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 17 

(b)  Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  16 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  23 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  2 1 3 

Illegitimate  — 1 1 


Total  2 2 4 


Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age  Male  Female 

Legitimate  2 1 

Illegitimate  — 1 


10 

Total 

3 

1 


Total  2 2 4 


Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  10 
Perinatal  Mortality  Male  Female  Total 

Still  Births  and  Deaths  under  1 week  7 2 9 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  21 

Maternal  Mortality 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births  Nil 

Deaths  Male  Female  Total 

All  Causes  143  141  284 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (crude)  11.2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (adjusted) 11.9 

COMPARISONS  WITH  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

The  figures  for  the  Live  Birth  Rates  and  Death  Rates  given 
below  have  been  corrected  using  the  comparability  factors 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General.  These  factors  allow  for  the 
differing  age  and  sex  composition  of  the  various  populations, 
and  enable  valid  comparisons  to  be  made. 
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It  is  also  emphasised  that  undue  significance  should  not  be 
attached  to  rates  which  are  based  on  very  small  numbers  (e.g. 
infant  mortality)  and  that  a comparison  of  such  rates  with 
those  in  other  areas,  or  with  earlier  years  may  have  little  sta- 


Borough  of  Boston 

England  & 

Live  Birth  Rate 

. ...  16.6 

16.3 

Death  Rate  

, ...  11.9 

11.9 

Still  Birth  Rate 

. ...  12 

13 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

(Deaths  under  1 year)  .. 

. ...  17 

18 

Neonatal  Mortality 

(Deaths  under  4 weeks) 

...  10 

12 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality 
(Deaths  under  1 week) 

...  10 

10 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  .. 

. ...  21 

23 

Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates, 
in  Borough  of  Boston,  1955-1969. 


Vear 

No.  of 
Births 

Crude 

Birth 

Rates 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Crude 

Death 

Rates 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rates 

Average  5 years 

Birth 

Rates 

Death 

Rates 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rates 

1955 

379 

15.6 

254 

10.4 

29.0 

' 

1956 

438 

18.1 

238 

9.8 

29.7 

1957 

429 

17.9 

204 

8.5 

25.6 

16.9 

10.2 

29.5 

1958 

401 

16.6 

262 

10.8 

37.4 

1959 

390 

16.1 

275 

11.3 

25.6 

1960 

429 

17.5 

286 

11.7 

16.3 

• 

1961 

416 

16.7 

278 

11.2 

16.8 

1962 

414 

16.6 

265 

10.6 

24.1 

■ 17.5 

11.1 

20.6 

1963 

446 

17.8 

276 

11.0 

20.2 

1964 

469 

18.7 

279 

11.1 

25.6 

. 

1965 

465 

18.5 

277 

11.0 

17.2 

] 

1966 

420 

16.7 

279 

11.1 

28.6 

1967 

423 

16.9 

279 

11.2 

18.9 

} 17.0 

11.4 

20.7 

1968 

410 

16.4 

309 

12.3 

22.0 

1969 

415 

16.4 

284 

11.2 

17.0 

j 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  BOSTON 

Cause  of  Death. 

M.B.,  1969. 

Males  Females 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm — buccal  cavity,  etc.  ... 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm — stomach  

— 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm — intestine  

2 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm — lung,  bronchus 

7 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm — breast  

— 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm — prostate  

1 

— 

Leukaemia  

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  neoplasms  

9 

7 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

— 

1 

Anaemias  

— 

1 

Meningitis  

1 

— 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system,  etc. 

— 

1 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  

— 

1 

Hypertensive  disease  

2 

2 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

38 

28 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  

4 

10 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

22 

25 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

5 

7 

Influenza  

3 

2 

Pneumonia  

10 

15 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  

16 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

2 

Peptic  ulcer  

1 

— 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  

2 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  

3 

— 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

3 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

Other  diseases,  genito- urinary  system 

— 

2 

Congenital  anomalies  

1 

— 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc 

1 

1 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

1 

1 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

2 

7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

1 

All  other  accidents 

3 

3 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  

— 

2 

All  other  external  causes 

... 

— 

2 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

143 

141 
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METEOROLOGICAL  CONDITIONS. 

I am  indebted  to  A.  Kirkham,  Esq.,  Meteorologist,  for  the 
following  summary  of  the  weather  conditions  of  the  area  for 
the  past  two  years  as  recorded  by  him  at  the  Meteorological 


Station,  West  View,  Robin  Hood’s  Walk,  Boston. 

1969 

1968 

Days  of  measurable  rain 

181 

178 

Mean  maximum  temperature 

(average  56.5°) 

55.1° 

55.8° 

Mean  minimum  temperature 

(average  42.1°) 

41.4° 

42.7° 

Mean  day  and  night  temperature 

(average  49.3°)  

48.2° 

49.2° 

No.  of  days  with  temperatures  between 

70°  and  79°  

40 

29 

No.  of  days  with  temperatures  80°  or  over  ... 

8 

4 

No.  of  air  frosts  

69 

65 

No.  of  ground  frosts 

114 

102 

No.  of  days  with  snow  or  sleet 

37 

22 

No.  of  days  with  snow  lying  on  ground 

22 

12 

No.  of  days  with  hail  

5 

8 

No.  of  days  with  thunderstorms  

17 

20 

No.  of  days  with  fog 

29 

22 

No.  of  days  with  gale  force  winds  

5 

12 

Total  rainfall  27.06"  against  average  of  23.88". 

Total  rainfall  for  1968  : 29.39". 

Greatest  rainfall  in  one  day  : 1.17"  on  12th  August. 

Highest  maximum  temperature  : 91°  on  16th  July. 

Lowest  minimum  (air)  ; 18°  on  8th  and  9th  February. 

Lowest  grass  minimum  : 19°  on  9th  February  and  28th 
March. 

Highest  barometer  reading  : 30.60"  (1036  millibars)  on  27th 
October. 

Lowest  barometer  reading  : 28.83"  (976  millibars)  on  9th 
November. 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  BOROUGH. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Advantage  has  again  been  taken  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  at  Lincoln.  Samples  of  ice  cream  and 
water  have  been  regularly  submitted  for  examination  and  fur- 
ther details  of  this  work  will  be  found  in  Sections  C.  and  E. 

The  Laboratories  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health 
and  Hygiene,  London,  have  continued  to  carry  out  chemical 
examinations  of  water  samples  on  behalf  of  the  Department. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

This  service  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Holland 
County  Council  through  the  Ambulance  and  Transport  De- 
partment, Allan  House,  Carlton  Road,  Boston. 

During  the  year  the  following  resources  were  available  at 
the  Boston  Ambulance  Station  : — 

Emergency  Ambulances  3. 

Infectious  Diseases  Ambulance  1. 

Car  Type  Transit  Ambulances  3. 

Utility  Ambulances  3. 

Sitting  Case  Vehicles  3. 

Station  Officer  1. 

Wholetime  Driver/ Attendants  11. 

All  Ambulances  carry  oxygen  therapy  apparatus  and  have 
been  adapted  to  carry  a portable  incubator  for  small  premature 
babies.  A mechanical  resuscitator  is  available  for  cases  of 
drowning,  asphyxiation,  etc.  Apparatus  to  carry  out  mouth  to 
mouth  resuscitation  is  also  provided. 

The  equipment  carried  now  includes  bag  and  mask  resus- 
citators,  aspirators  are  being  provided  and  the  equipment  now 
substantially  conforms  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health’s  Working  Party  on  Ambulance  Training  and  Equip- 
ment Part  2. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

The  home  nursing  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 

PUBLIC  MORTUARY 

The  Public  Mortuary  is  managed  by  the  Borough 
Engineer’s  Department.  I am  satisfied  that  the  Mortuary  is 
properly  conducted  and  the  facilities  adequate. 
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HOSPITALS 

All  Hospitals  in  the  area  are  administered  by  the  Boston 
Group  Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  Sheffield 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  Details  of  the  facilities  available  in 
Boston  and  District  are  as  follows  : — 

Boston  General  Hospital — Acute  General. 

London  Road  Hospital — General,  Orthopaedic  and  Traum- 
atic Surgery  and  Ophthalmic 
White  House  Hospital,  Fishtoft — Infectious  and  Chest 
Diseases. 

Wyberton  West  Hospital — Medical  and  Maternity. 
Woodlands  Court,  Kirton — Aged  Sick. 

Freiston  Hall  Children’s  Hospital — Sick  Children. 

THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

These  services  are  provided  by  the  Holland  County  Coun- 
cil. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

The  following  clinics,  etc.,  are  conducted  by  the  Holland 
County  Council. 

Ferry  House,  London  Road  ; — 

Infant  Welfare. 

Cytology. 

Ophthalmic. 

Dental. 

Speech  Therapy. 

Intelligence  testing  and  medical  examinations. 
Mothercraft  and  relaxation  classes. 

The  Cleansing  Station  for  the  treatment  of  Scabies, 
etc. 

Allan  House,  Carlton  Road  : — 

Infant  Welfare. 

Chiropody. 

Audiometric. 

Home  Help. 

The  Child  Guidance  Centre  is  in  Tower  Street. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  SECTION  47— RE- 
MOVAL TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS 
IN  NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION 

No  new  cases  requiring  action  under  the  above  Section 
came  to  notice  during  the  year. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

These  services  are  provided  by  the  Holland  County  Coun- 
cil. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Mayor,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  reporting  upon  the  sanitary  circum- 
stances of  the  Borough  during  1969. 

Of  the  various  jobs  that  fall  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector, 
I think  that  that  relating  to  housing  conditions  is  still  of  para- 
mount importance.  This  view  it  seems  is  shared  by  the 
Government,  who,  in  July  1969  produced  a new  Housing  Act 
devoted  almost  entirely  to  the  improvement  of  existing  houses. 
For  the  first  time  local  authorities  are  enabled  to  make  grants 
not  only  for  the  provision  of  bathrooms  etc.,  but  also  to  help 
pay  for  major  items  of  repair  or  replacement  where  they  are 
necessary  to  make  the  other  improvements  fully  effective.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  as  time  goes  on  a far  greater  number  of 
houseowners  will  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  obtain 
considerable  financial  assistance  to  bring  their  property  up  to 
a really  good  standard.  At  present  too  many  are  content 
merely  to  obtain  the  standard  grant,  principally  I think  because 
this  is  a simpler  and  quicker  procedure. 

Although  the  improvement  of  houses  is  much  to  be  desired 
there  are  still  too  many  that  are  simply  not  suitable  for  im- 
provement and  must  be  pulled  down.  During  the  year  sixty - 
six  houses  were  demolished  and  twenty -eight  families  com- 
prising sixty -nine  persons,  were  rehoused  from  unfit  premises. 

The  inspection  of  meat  is  one  of  the  less  pleasant  but 
nevertheless  important  activities  of  the  Department,  and  for 
over  four  years  the  majority  of  the  work  has  been  performed 
by  one  Meat  Inspector.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  decline  over 
the  years  in  certain  animal  diseases,  particularly  tuberculosis. 
In  1959  the  percentage  of  cattle  carcases  infected  with  tuber- 
culosis was  6.9  and  of  cows  30.9.  The  corresponding  figures  for 
1969  were  nil  and  0.028%.  During  the  same  period  the  percen- 
tage of  pig  carcases  similarly  infected  declined  from  2.9  to  0.39. 

Routine  work  covered  a wide  field  but  was  mainly  con- 
cerned with  the  condition  of  office  and  shop  premises  and  food 
hygiene.  No  dramatic  improvements  can  be  reported  but  a fair 
amount  of  useful  work  was  done. 
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The  following  pages  contain  details  of  work  to 
which  all  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department  have  con- 
tributed and  I wish  to  thank  them  for  their  willingness  to  do 
whatever  has  been  asked  of  them.  In  addition  I thank  Dr.  Hird 
for  his  advice  and  support  and  my  fellow  officers  for  their 
assistance  which  has  always  been  readily  given.  Last,  but  by 
no  means  least,  I thank  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
courtesy  and  encouragement. 

I am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  CHAMBERLAIN, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Ian  A.  Campbell,  Engineer,  East 
Lincolnshire  Water  Board  for  the  following  report  on  the 
Borough  Water  Supply  : — 

1.  Sources  of  Supply. 

(a)  Fordington  (boreholes  in  the  Spilsby  Sandstone — Safe 
Yield  1 m.g.d.)  in  the  Spilsby  Rural  District  and  4 
miles  north  of  Spilsby  and  approximately  20  miles 
from  Boston. 

(b)  Revesby  (Impounding  Reservoir  and  Catchment  Area 
approximately  2,000  acres — safe  yield  0.2  m.g.d.)  in 
the  Horncastle  Rural  District  and  approximately  12 
miles  from  Boston. 

(c)  Bulk  supplies  from  the  South  Lincolnshire  Water 
Board  (Supply  Points — London  Road,  Fishtoft  Road 
and  Clifton  Road).  Maximum  possible  quantity  1 
m.g.d. 

2.  Rainfall. 

The  rainfall  at  Revesby  during  the  year  1969  was  28.68 
inches  (annual  average — 25.33  inches). 

Rainfall  at  Fordington  in  1969  was  29.86  inches. 

3.  (a)  Volume  of  Water  Supplied  with  Comparison  for 

1968. 

THOUSANDS  OF  GALLONS. 


Year 

Revesby 

Av. 

C.P.D 

Fordington 

Av. 

C.P.D. 

Bulk 

Av. 

C.P.D. 

Total 

Av. 

C.P.D. 

1969 

234,580 

643 

241,663 

662 

225,454 

618 

701,697 

1,923 

1968 

275,087 

752 

218,638 

597 

236,463 

646 

730,188 

1,995 

+ 

23,025 

65 

40,507 

109 

1 1 ,009 

28 

28,491 

72 

N.B. — In  addition  to  the  supplies  to  Boston  Borough,  the 
above  figures  given,  include  supplies  in  the  parishes  of  West 
Fen,  Carrington,  Frithville,  Sibsey,  Westville,  Thornton-le- 
Fen,  and  Langriville  in  the  Spilsby  Rural  District ; the  parish 
of  Revesby  in  the  Horncastle  Rural  District,  and  parts  of  the 
parishes  of  Fishtoft  and  Brothertoft  in  the  Boston  Rural 
District. 

(b)  Consumption  for  1969. 

(i)  The  domestic  consumption  per  head  per  day  was 
38  galls. 

(ii)  Total  metered  consumption  per  day  was  752,000 
galls.  (24.5  galls,  per  head  per  day). 

Thus  consumption  for  1969  equates  to  62.5  galls,  per  head 
per  day  for  all  purposes  (including  waste). 


14 


4.  Quality  of  Water. 

(i)  Monthly  samples  of  the  raw  and  treated  water  passing 
to  supply  at  Revesby  and  Fordington  have  been  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst  at  Nottingham  (E.  Fogden,  Esq.,  B.Sc., 
F.R.I.C.)  and  170  samples  of  the  water  in  the  mains  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Lincoln 
for  bacteriological  analysis.  No  adverse  reports  have  been 
received  in  respect  of  treated  water  passing  into  supply. 

(ii)  The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

5.  Quantity  of  Water. 

(i)  The  supply  during  the  year  was  satisfactory. 

(ii)  The  proportion  of  the  houses  in  the  Borough  supplied 
by  standpipes  and  outside  taps  is  relatively  small  and  mainly 
confined  to  old  parts  of  the  town.  Less  than  1%  of  the  approxi- 
mate 8,600  houses  are  without  piped  water  supply. 

WATER  SAMPLING  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPART- 
MENT 

The  following  samples  were  examined  during  the  year  : — 

Bacteriological 78 

Chemical  10 

Three  bacteriological  samples  were  reported  as  “ Sus- 
picious ” but  immediate  re -sampling  at  the  same  points  pro- 
duced satisfactory  results,  suggesting  that  the  original  sub- 
standard samples  were  due  to  human  error.  All  the  remaining 
samples  were  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Apart  from  new  sewers  constructed  under  private  housing 
development,  work  was  confined  to  general  sewer  maintenance. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Tattershall  Road  area  beyond 
the  railway  crossing  the  town  is  at  present  adequately  sewered. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE  SCHEMES 

A regular  weekly  collection  has  been  maintained  and  re- 
quests for  removal  of  refuse  on  changes  of  occupancy  and  extra 
bulk  have  been  complied  with.  Tipping  continues  on  the  old 
golf  course  site. 

Salvage  continues  to  be  satisfactory  and  911  tons  of  waste 
paper  were  sold. 

Costs  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1969  were  ; — 

£ 


Collection  

35,787 

Disposal  

4,510 

40,297 

Less  Income  

12,158 

£28,139 
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Information  on  Drainage  and  Sewerage,  Public  Cleansing 
and  Salvage  Schemes  and  the  statistics  in  Section  D relating 
to  new  buildings  have  kindly  been  supplied  by  the  Borough 
Surveyor,  Mr.  C.  R.  Theobald,  M.I.Mun.E.,  A.R.I.C.S., 
L.R.I.B.A. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  bacteriological  condition  of  the  water  remained 
generally  satisfactory  throughout  the  season  and  it  was  ade- 
quately but  not  excessively  chlorinated.  Thirty-four  samples 
were  examined  of  which  two  were  classified  as  “ doubtful  ”. 
These  followed  heavy  usage  of  the  bath  and  the  condition  was 
quickly  improved. 

MEASURES  AGAINST  INFESTATION 

For  the  second  successive  year  the  number  of  premises 
treated  increased  appreciably.  This  does  not  necessarily  indi- 
cate an  increase  in  the  rodent  population  but  is  at  least  in  part 
accounted  for  by  a greater  awareness  among  householders  that 
a free  service  is  provided.  This  is  certainly  not  a bad  thing 
as  it  results  in  infestations  being  reported  before  they  have 
grown  too  big. 

There  was  also  a noticeable  increase  in  the  number  of 
treatments  for  insect  infestation,  the  majority  of  these  being 
either  ants  or  wasps.  Our  contractors  have  continued  to  dis- 
charge all  this  work  very  satisfactorily. 

Below  are  details  of  the  premises  treated  for  rats  or  mice 
during  the  past  three  years. 


Year 

No.  of  Premises 
treated 

No.  of  visits 
made 

1967 

250 

268 

1968 

309 

314 

1969 

347 

371 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR 


(1957 

Inspections 
...  87 

Revisits  and 
Routine 
Inspections 
707 

Housing  Act  G961  ... 

3 

15 

(1964  ... 

...  ...  . . ^ 

...  11 

86 

Overcrowding 

• • • ...  ... 

6 

— 

Public  Health  Acts 

...  ...  ... 

...  94 

639 

16 


Drainage  

51 

477 

Offensive  Trades  

— 

3 

Caravan  Act 

3 

91 

Food  Hygiene  

14 

197 

Slaughterhouses  (Structure) 

— 

20 

Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles 

Regs 

3 

43 

Factories  

14 

57 

Clean  Air  Act  

3 

9 

Smoke  Observation  

1 

23 

Noise  Abatement  Act  

4 

82 

Visits  to  Dock  

3 

271 

Vessels  inspected 

31 

106 

Dysentery  and  Food  Poisoning  

12 

10 

Infectious  Diseases  

38 

9 

Rat  Infestation  

14 

117 

Insect  Infestation 

10 

21 

Pet  Animals  Act/ Animal  Boarding 

Establishment  Act 

— 

11 

licensing  Act  and  Theatres  Act  

2 

7 

Chicken  Inspection  

— 

244 

Imported  Food  

4 

8 

Other  visits  or  inspections  

51 

205 

Total  ... 

459 

3458 

Interviews  

...  254 

Number  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses  ... 

• « • • • 

. ...  2268 

Visits  re  unsound  food 



. ...  88 

Samples  Taken 

Water : — 

Public  Supply 88 

Swimming  Baths  34 

Other  — 

122 
18 
6 

35 


29 


Ice  Cream 

Cockles  



Other  Foods 

Drains 

Drains  Tested  ... 

Other  Public  Health  Work 


Disinfections  1 

Disinfestations  6 
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OFFICE  WORK 

Informal  Notices 


Served 

Complied  with 

Housing  Act  1957  & 1969 

37 

28 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936  & 1961 

58 

67 

Dustbin  

3 

5 

Statutory  Notices 

Served 

Complied  with 

Housing  Act  1957,  Sect.  9 

Nil 

Nil 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936  & 1961 

18 

12 

Dustbin  

1 

1 

NUISANCES  REPORTED  AND  COMPLAINTS 

RECEIVED 

Total  number  of  complaints  received 

992 

The  following  are  details  of  complaints  received  and  reme- 

died  : — 

General  Housing  Complaints 

21 

Overcrowding  

3 

Defective  Dustbins  

2 

Defective  W.C.’s 

4 

Caravans  

1 

Fleas,  Beetles,  etc.  

18 

Ants  

56 

Wasps’  and  Bees’  Nests 

110 

Rats  and  Mice  

359 

Choked  Drains  and  Sewers  . . . 

342 

Defective  Drains 

11 

Cesspools  

3 

Smoke  Nuisances 

4 

Noise  Nuisances  

4 

Smell  Nuisances 

6 

Other  Nuisances 

18 

Unsound  Food  

1 

Miscellaneous  

...  29 

NUISANCES  FROM  PREMISES  OTHER  THAN 

DWELLINGS 

Factories  

5 

Ditches  

2 

Undeveloped  Land  

...  ... 

2 

Other  Premises  

2 

Other  Items. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the 
town. 
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FACTORIES 

Particulars  of  visits  to  factories  are  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing tables. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of 
the  year  1969  for  the  Borough  of  Boston  in  the  County  of 

Holland  (Lines.). 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 
6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

5 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

185 

56 

5 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

16 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  .... 

206 

71 

5 

Nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

prosecutions 

were 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l)  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temper- 
ature (S.3)  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  ....  ...  .... 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

9 

5 

Nil 

5 

NU 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  Outwork)  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  .... 

9 

5 

Nil 

5 

NU 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

Outwork. 


(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature  of 

Work 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in  August 
list 

required 

by 

Section 

133(1)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  Apparel  ; 
Making,  etc. 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Total  . . 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

OUTWORKERS’  PREMISES 

Only  one  outworker  is  registered  and  the  premises  are 
satisfactory.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  on  these 
premises. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  premises  that 
have  been  registered  and  the  number  of  persons  employed  in 
those  premises.  It  should  be  noted  that  one  man  businesses  and 
those  in  which  only  members  of  the  proprietor’s  family  are 
employed  do  not  require  registration. 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections. 


Class  of  premises 

(1) 

Number  of 
premises 
newly 
registered 
during  the 
year 

(2) 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

(3) 

Number  of 

registered 
premises 
receiving  one  or 
more  general  in- 
spections during 
the  year 
(4) 

Offices  

12 

138 

22 

Retail  shops  

13 

261 

38 

Wholesale  shops, 

warehouses  

2 

25 

3 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public,  can- 

teens  

2 

33 

3 

Fuel  storage  depots  

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

29 

457 

66 
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ANALYSIS  BY  WORKPLACE  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 
REGISTERED  PREMISES  AT  END  OF  YEAR. 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

(1) 

(2) 

Offices  

1146 

Retail  shops  

1417 

Wholesale  departments,  ware- 
houses   

228 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public  

250 

Canteens  

9 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

TOTAL 

3050 

TOTAL  MALES 

1327 

TOTAL  FEMALES 

1723 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  Houses  erected  in  the  Borough  during  the 

Houses  Bungalows 

(a)  By  private  enterprise  ...  97  55 

(b)  By  the  Council 20  — 

*Includes  4 built  by  Housing  Association. 

Number  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1969  : — 

Houses  Bungalows 

(a)  By  private  enterprise  . . . 61*  36 

(b)  By  the  Council  — 42 

* Includes  15  built  by  Housing  Association, 
t All  by  Housing  Association. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

The  following  information  shows  the  progress  made  in  re- 
housing and  demolition. 

REPAIR  AND  DEMOLITION  .-—HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE 
AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES  ELSEWHERE. 


Houses  Demolished 

In  Clearance  Areas  : — 

Unfit  for  human  habitation 48 

Included  by  reason  of  bad  arrangement  2 

On  land  acquired  under  Section  43(2)  Housing  Act, 

1957  5 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas  : — 

As  a result  of  action  under  Section  16  or  17(1) 

Housing  Act,  1957  8 

Number  of  houses  included  above  which  were  pre- 
viously reported  as  closed  in  pursuance  of  closing 
orders  or  undertakings  : — 

Not  in  or  adjoining  clearance  areas  3 

Unfit  Houses  Closed 

Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and  35(1)  Housing  Act, 

1957  and  Section  26  Housing  Act,  1961 8 

Number  of  Persons  and  Families  Displaced 

No.  of  No.  of 
Persons  Families 

From  houses  in  clearance  areas 39  16 

From  houses  not  in  clearance  areas  ...  8 4 

From  houses  to  be  closed 22  8 


year  : — 

Flats 

6* 


Flats 

lot 
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SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole 

or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Horses 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed  ) 

Number  inspected  ) 

All  diseases  except 

2544 

10640 

1424 

5222 

19281 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which 

7 

44 

34 

41 

99 

— 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

405 

5967 

54 

295 

1887 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 

t 

other  than  tubercu- 
losis and  cysticerci 

16.2 

56.5 

6.2 

6.4 

10.3 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 

demned  

Carcases  of  which 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

3 

76 

_ 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber- 

culosis  

— 

.028 

_ 



.394 

_ 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

9 

28 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrig- 
eration   . . . 

- . - 

2 

_ 

Generalised  and 

totally  condemned  .... 

— 

— 

— 
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Meat  Destroyed 


Beef 

Mutton 

Pork 

Total 

Carcases  whole  with 
offal  

85 

41 

99 

225 

Forequarters  

2 

— 

14 

16 

Hindquarters  

2 

1 

22 

25 

Plucks  

— 

98 

92 

190 

Heads  and  Tongues  .... 

101 

— 

91 

192 

Livers  

5185 

156 

286 

5627 

Lungs  

234 

— 

1102 

1336 

Intestines  ....  ...  .... 

12 

— 

1 

13 

Miscellaneous  

1490 

50 

422 

1962 

Meat  

284  lbs. 

3 lbs. 

60  lbs. 

347  lbs. 

HYGIENE  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

211  visits  were  made  to  premises  to  which  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960,  apply.  No  flagrant 
breaches  of  the  Regulations  were  recorded,  but  numerous 
minor  infringements  were  dealt  with  on  the  spot  and  where 
necessary  followed  up  with  a written  warning.  The  following 
table  gives  details  of  the  premises  to  which  the  Regulations 
apply 


No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  16 

No.  of 
Premises 
to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

No.  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  19. 

Grocers  and  General 
Dealers 

81 

79 

76 

76 

Hotels,  Public  Houses 
and  Licensed  Clubs 

76 

75 

76 

76 

Butchers 

26 

25 

25 

25 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

19 

19 

19 

19 

Cafes,  Restaurants, 
etc. 

19 

19 

19 

19 

Bakers 

13 

13 

13 

13 

Canteens 

13 

13 

13 

13 

Confectioners 

8 

8 

5 

5 

Greengrocers  and 
Fruiterers 

7 

7 

6 

6 

Off-Licences 

3 

3 

2 

2 

Fishmongers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Ice  Cream  Manufac- 
turers 

4 

4 

4 

4 
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POULTRY  INSPECTION 

There  is  one  poultry  packing  station  in  the  Borough  which 
deals  almost  exclusively  with  broilers.  A small  number  of 
capons  are  processed  near  Christmas,  these  representing  1.5% 
of  the  total. 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  244 

Approximate  total  number  of  birds 

processed  2,880,000 

Number  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for 

human  consumption  32,737 

Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit 

for  human  consumption  1.1% 

Weight  of  poultry  rejected  36  tons  11  cwts. 

Inspection  is  carried  out  initially  by  members  of  the  staff 
at  the  packing  station  who  have  been  trained  to  spot  abnor- 
malities of  carcases  and  organs  and  who  also  reject  poor  or 
underweight  birds.  A Public  Health  Inspector  visits  the 
station  daily,  principally  to  check  on  hygienic  practises  but  he 
also  examines  some  of  the  rejected  carcases  to  identify  the 
condition  causing  rejection. 

This  system  can  work  only  with  the  wholehearted  co-oper- 
ation of  the  management  and  I am  pleased  to  say  that  this  is 
readily  given 

ACTION  UNDER  REGULATION  20,  MILK  AND  DAIRIES 
REGULATIONS,  1949 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  above  Regulation  dur- 
ing 1969. 

FOOD  POISONING 

Only  one  case  was  reported  during  the  year.  The  organism 
responsible  was  identified  as  Salmonella  Typhimurium  but  the 
source  of  the  infection  was  not  found. 

ICE-CREAM 

There  are  five  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  town  and 
122  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  18 
samples  were  taken,  the  results  being  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  samples  classified  Grade  I 4 

Number  of  samples  classified  Grade  II  6 

Number  of  samples  classified  Grade  III  4 

Number  of  samples  classified  Grade  IV  4 
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SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  and  confirmed  during  the  year  and  the  num- 
bers admitted  to  hospital. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1969. 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Confirmed 

Cases 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

Acute  Encephalitis  : 

Post  Infectious  

1 

1 

1 

Acute  Meningitis  

5 

5 

5 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

1 

1 

Infective  Jaundice  

65 

65 

1 

Measles  

13 

13 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

16 

16 

Nil 

Infectious  Diseases  notified  1960-1969. 


Disease 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

Acute 

Encephalitis  : 
(Post  Infectious) 

1 

1 

2 

Acute  Meningitis 

5 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis : 
Paralytic 

2 

Non-Paralytic 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

66 

74 

3 

1 

132 

176 

6 

4 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

2 

6 

1 

14 

2 

1 

7 

13 

6 

Infective 

Jaundice  

65 

12 

5 

2 

_ 

Measles  

13 

45 

455 

104 

597 

84 

242 

251 

486 

87 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

_ 

Paratyphoid 
Fever  

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

8 

9 

5 

17 

7 

20 

47 

27 

56 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

24 

50 

20 

43 

21 

1 

2 

43 

65 

In  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  Infectious  Disease,  Inter- 
national Regulations  require  travellers  to  be  innoculated  or 
vaccinated  against  certain  specified  diseases  such  as  Smallpox, 
Cholera  and  Yellow  Fever.  Certificates  to  this  effect  are  re- 
quired to  be  authenticated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  many  such  certificates  have  been  completed  during  the 
year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Cases  notified  within  the  Borough  come  under  the  control 
of  Dr.  A.  M.  Forrest,  Chest  Physician,  South  Lincolnshire  Area. 


TUBERCULOSIS.  New  Cases  and  Deaths. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 O 

5—15 







— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

45—55 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Over  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

SUMMARY  OF  CASES  ON  THE  TUBERCULOSIS 
REGISTER  1960-1969. 


Cases  on  Register 

Notifications  each  year 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Non- 

Year 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Total 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Total 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Total 

1960 

122 

26 

148 

16 

5 

21 

4 

4 

1961 

125 

26 

151 

1 1 

1 

12 

1 

— 

1 

1962 

128 

26 

154 

8 

2 

10 

2 

— 

2 

1963 

126 

26 

152 

5 

1 

6 

2 

— 

2 

1964 

123 

27 

150 

8 

2 

10 

5 

— 

5 

1965 

121 

27 

148 

5 

1 

6 

1 

— 

1 

1966 

120 

28 

148 

6 

1 

7 

2 

— 

2 

1967 

123 

29 

152 

6 

1 

7 

1 

— 

1 

1968 

120 

29 

149 

4 

— 

4 

3 

— 

3 

1969 

121 

26 

147 

4 

— 

4 

— 

2 

2 
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TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER. 


Males 

Females 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non- 

Pul. 

Total 

(a)  Number  of  cases  on  Regis- 
ter at  beginning  of  year 

69 

14 

51 

15 

149 

Cb)  Number  of  cases  notified 
for  first  time  in  year  .... 

2 

1 

- 

3 

(c)  Number  of  cases  restored 
to  Register  

— 

— 



— 

- — 

(d)  Number  of  cases  added  to 
Register  other  than  by 
formal  notification 

1 

1 

^e)  Number  of  cases  removed 
from  Register  during  the 
year  

3 

3 

6 

(f)  Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  Register  on  31st  Dec., 
1969  

68 

14 

53 

12 

147 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

All  arrangements  in  connection  with  immunisation  and 
vaccination  within  the  Borough  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Holland  County  Council. 

The  following  information  has  kindly  been  supplied  by  the 
County  Health  Department. 

IMMUNISATION 

Diphtheria  : 

Under  1 year  165 

1 and  under  5 years  172 


5-14  years  8 

345 

Number  of  Booster  Injections  784 

Combined  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough 
and  Tetanus  : 

Under  5 years  337 


Percentage  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  in 
relation  to  the  child  population  at  31.12.69  : — 

Under  1 year 38.3% 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  MEASLES 

Under  1 year  Nil 

1 and  under  5 years  186 

5-15  years 64 

250 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 


Primary  Vaccinations  : — 

Under  1 year  46 

1 year  130 

2-4  years  43 

5-14  years 24 

15  years  and  over  35 


278 


Re-vaccinations  : — 

1 year  Nil 

2-4  years  5 

5-14  years 15 

15  years  and  over  90 


no 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 


Of  the  babies  born  in  1969 

24.4%  had 

been  vaccinated 

against  Poliomyelitis  at  31.12.69. 
figure  had  risen  to  41.3%. 

By  31st 

March  1970  this 

Other  Pre-School  Age  Groups. 

Percentage  Vaccinated. 

Born  in 

1969 

1968 

1968  

...  75.0 

30.2 

1967  

...  85.4 

82.6 

1966  

...  84.0 

82.8 

1965  

...  86.2 

85.4 

School  Age  Groups. 

Percentage  Vaccinated. 

Born  in 

1969 

1968 

1964  

...  88.0 

87.4 

1963  

...  83.7 

82.4 

1962  

...  85.9 

85.7 

1961  

...  90.3 

89.6 

1960  

...  80.5 

80.5 

1959  

...  93.5 

93.5 

1958  

...  90.2 

89.7 

1957  

...  94.1 

94.1 

1956  

...  83.1 

83.1 

1955  

...  88.1 

88.1 

1954  

...  86.1 

86.1 

1953  

...  88.6 

88.6 
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The  percentages  for  older  children  shows  little  or  no 
change  over  the  previous  year  but  for  the  younger  school  age 
children  there  is  a steady  rise. 

Re-inforcing  Dose  15-18  years  inclusive. 

Children  of  this  age  group  are  now  offered  a further  re- 
inforcing dose  and  the  help  of  Head  Teachers  of  Senior  Schools 
is  sought  each  year  in  contacting  school  children.  Those  who 
have  left  school  are  contacted  direct. 


Immunisation  and  Vaccination  Statistics,  31st  December,  1969. 


Children  born  in 

1967 

Children 

Whooping 

born  in 

1968 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Polio 

Cough 

Diphtheria 

Polio 

England 

81% 

83% 

80% 

66% 

68% 

65% 

Holland 

C.C.  88% 

89% 

90% 

80% 

81% 

78% 

England  Smallpox  Holland  C.C.  Smallpox 

32%  37% 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
AND  OF  THE 

CHIEF  PORT  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


PART  II 

BOSTON  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1969. 


BOSTON  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH. 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1969. 

To  : The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses 
of  the  Borough  of  Boston, 

being  the  Boston  Port  Health  Authority,  as  constituted 
by  the  Boston  Port  Orders,  1933  and  1939. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Boston  Port  Health 
Authority  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1969. 

As  in  previous  years  the  report  has  been  prepared  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  set  out  in  Form  Port  20  of  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 

During  1969  there  was  a further  decrease  in  the  number 
of  ships  entering  the  port,  993  compared  with  1,080  in  1968. 
This  was  87  less  than  in  the  previous  year  and  was  largely 
accounted  for  by  the  small  number  of  coastwise  ships  using  the 
dock.  They  numbered  57  against  110  in  1968.  The  total  ton- 
nage fell  to  260,691  in  1969  as  against  273,847  in  1968.  This  is 
a very  different  picture  to  the  figures  of  say  5 years  ago  when 
the  numbers  were  1,328  ships  from  foreign  ports  ; 362  for 
coastal  ports  giving  a total  of  1,690  with  a total  tonnage  of 
368,602. 

During  the  year  137  ships  were  inspected  by  the  Port 
Health  Inspectors. 

No  cases  of  notifiable  disease  occurred  in  any  of  the  ships 
whilst  in  port,  but  one  ship  was  boarded  on  arrival  by  the  Port 
Medical  Officer  as  6 of  the  crew  had  been  ill  during  the  voyage. 
They  had  all  recovered  by  the  time  the  ship  reached  Boston 
and  the  cause  of  the  sickness  was  almost  certainly  Asian  type 
Infiuenza. 

The  principal  ports  from  which  ships  arrived  remained 
very  much  the  same  as  in  previous  years  as  indeed  did  the 
imports  and  exports. 

During  the  year  33  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  were 
issued,  6 more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  In- 
ward passengers  fell  to  35  compared  with  62  in  1968,  whilst 
the  number  of  Outgoing  passengers  also  was  reduced  from  57 
to  44. 
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I should  like  to  thank  the  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs  and 
Waterguard  for  their  reports  and  co-operation,  the  Port  Health 
Inspectors,  the  Port  Manager  and  his  staff  and  all  others  con- 
nected with  the  Port  for  their  continued  assistance  during  1969. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  HIRD, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
6,  Bridge  Street, 

BOSTON,  Lines. 

March,  1970. 


SECTION  I— Staff. 

TABLE  A. 


Name  of 
officer 

Nature  of 
appoint- 
ment. 

Date  of 
appoint- 
ment. 

Quali- 

fications. 

Any  other 
appointments  held. 

HIRD,  G. 

Port 

Medical 
Officer  of 
Health. 

1.5.58. 

M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H. 

Assistant  C.M.O. — 
Holland  County 
Council.  Medical 
Officer  of  Health — 
Borough  of  Boston. 
Medical  Officer  of 
Health — Boston 
R.D.C. 

CHAMBERL.A.IN, 

G.  E. 

Chief  Port 

Health 

Inspector. 

15.10.45. 

Cert.S.I.B., 
Cert.  Meat  & 
Food 

Inspector. 

Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector — Borough 
of  Boston. 

MILSOM,  D.  H. 

Deputy 
Chief  Port 
Health 
Inspector. 

1.10.59. 

Cert.S.I.B., 
Cert.  Meat  & 
Food 

Inspector. 

Deputy  Chief 

Public  Health 
Inspector — Borough 
of  Boston. 

BOWRAN,  C.  D. 

Additional 

Port 

Health 

Inspector. 

17.7.67. 

Dip. 

P.H.I.E.B. 

Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector 
— Borough  of 
Boston. 

Address  .and  telephone  i Public  Health  Department, 

number  of  the  Medical  1 6 Bridge  Street,  BOSTON,  Lines. 

Officer  of  Health  ) BOSTON  4601  (six  lines). 
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SECTION  II — Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district  during  the  year 

TABLE  B. 


Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

Number  inspected 

Number  of 
ships  reported 
as  having,  or 
having  had 
during  the 
voyage,  infec- 
tious disease 
on  board 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer  of 
Health 

By  the 
Port 
Health 
Inspectors 

Foreign  Ports 

936 

247,345 

2 

133 

Nil 

Coastwise  .... 

57 

13,346 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

Total  

993 

260,691 

2 

137 

Nil 

SECTION  ill — Character  of  shipping  and  trade  during  the  year. 

TABLE  C. 


PASSENGER 

TRAFFIC 

Number  of  passengers  INWARDS  : 35 

Number  of  passengers  OUTWARDS  : 44 

CARGO 

TRAFFIC 

Principal  IMPORTS  : Aluminium  Ingots,  Battens  and 

Boards,  Deals,  Fertilisers,  Fruit 
and  Vegetables,  Glucose,  Grain, 
Perlite,  Potatoes,  Salt,  Sand, 
Sleepers,  Starch,  Steel,  Telegraph 

Poles  and  General. 

Principal  EXPORTS  ; Cattle,  Coal,  Fertilisers,  Grain, 

Pig  Iron,  Potatoes,  Sleepers, 
Steel  and  General. 

ALGERIA  : 
BALEARIC 

Algiers. 

ISLANDS  ; 

Palma. 

BELGIUM  : 

Antwerp,  Nieuport,  Ghent. 

CANADA 

CANARY 

Newfoundland. 

ISLANDS  : 

Teneriffe. 

CYPRUS 

Famagusta. 

DENMARK  : 

Augustenborg,  Esbjerg,  Skagen, 

Thyboron. 

EGYPT  : 

Alexandria. 

FINLAND 

Hamina,  Haukipudas,  Helsinki,  Kasko, 
Mantyluoto,  Tolkis,  Yxpila. 

FOREIGN 

FRANCE  : 

Bayonne,  Brest,  Bordeaux,  Caen,  Le 

PORTS  from 

Legue,  St.  Malo. 

which  ships 

GERMANY  : 

Hamburg,  Neuss,  Rostock,  Wismar. 

arrive 

GREECE  : 

Milos. 

HOLLAND  : 

Amsterdam,  Koog  Aan  De  Zaan,  Maass- 
luis,  Middleburg,  Rotterdam,  Terneuzen, 
Ymuiden. 

ITALY  : 

Salerno,  Porto  Torres. 

MOROCCO  : 

Agadir,  Casablanca,  Tangier. 

NORWAY  : 

Aaheim,  Floro,  Stavanger,  Haugesand, 
Moss,  Oksfjord. 

POLAND  : 

Danzig,  Gdansk,  Stettin. 

PORTUGAL  : 

Leixoes,  Lisbon. 

RUSSIA  : 

Archangel,  Igarka,  Leningrad,  Onega. 

SARDINIA  : 

Oristano. 

SICILY  : 

Palermo. 

SPAIN  : 

Carthagena. 

SWEDEN 

Burea,  Domsjo,  Kalmar,  Karlshamn, 
Karlstad,  Koping,  Norrkoping,  Oskar- 
shamn,  Oxelosund. 
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SECTION  IV— Inland  barge  traffic. 

No  inland  barge  traffic  entered  the  port  during  the  year. 


SECTION  V — Water  supply. 

1.  Source  of  supply  for 

(a)  The  District. 

(b)  Shipping. 

NO  CHANGE. 

2.  Reports  of  tests  for  contamination. 

NO  CHANGE. 

3.  Precautions  taken  against  contamination  of  hydrants  and  hosepipes. 

NO  CHANGE. 

4.  Number  and  sanitary  condition  of  water  boats,  and  powers  of  con* 
trol  by  the  Authority. 

There  are  no  water  boats  in  the  Port. 

NO  CHANGE. 


SECTION  VI — Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1962. 

1.  List  of  Infected  Areas.  (Regulation  6). 

Arrangements  for  the  preparation  and  amendment  of  the  list,  the 
form  of  the  list,  the  persons  to  whom  it  is  supplied,  and  the  proce- 
dure for  supplying  it  to  those  persons. 

NO  CHANGE. 


2.  Radio  Messages. 

(a)  Arrangements  for  sending  permission  by  radio  for  ships  to 
enter  the  district.  (Regulation  13). 

(b)  Arrangements  for  receiving  messages  by  radio  from  ships  and 
for  acting  thereon.  (Regulation  14(1) (a)  and  (2)). 

Boston  is  not  a radio  transmitting  or  receiving  port. 

NO  CHANGE. 


3.  Notifications  otherwise  than  by  radio.  (Regulation  14  (1)  (b)). 
Arrangements  for  receiving  notifications  otherwise  than  by  radio 
and  for  acting  thereon. 


NO  CHANGE 
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4.  Mooring  Stations.  (Regulations  22  to  30). 

Situation  of  stations,  and  any  standing  directions  issued  under  these 
Regulations. 

NO  CHANGE. 


5.  Arrangements  for  : — 

(a)  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  (other  than 
smallpox — see  Section  VII)  : 

NO  CHANGE. 


(b)  Surveillance  and  follow  up  of  contacts  : 

NO  CHANGE. 


(c) 


Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons,  clothing  and  other 
articles  : 

NO  CHANGE. 


SECTION  VII— Smallpox. 

1.  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  smallpox  cases  are  sent  from 
the  district. 

All  cases  of  smallpox  are  sent  to  the  Hailwood  Smallpox  Hos- 
pital, Chapeltown.  The  administration  of  this  Hospital  is  carried 
out  from  Lodge  Moor  Hospital,  Sheffield. — Tel.  No.  Sheffield  33941. 


2.  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that  hospital  by  ambu 
lance,  giving  the  name  of  the  Authority  responsible  for  the  ambu- 
lance and  the  vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews. 

The  transport  of  all  cases  of  smallpox  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  Leicester  County  Council  who  will  provide  ambulances  together 
with  specially  trained  and  vaccinated  crews. 


3.  Names  of  smallpox  consultants  available. 

Dr.  G.  Nisbet, 
The  Town  Hall, 
Bridge  Street, 
Peterborough, 
Northants. 


Dr.  P.  J.  Moroney, 

Consultant  in  Infectious  Diseases, 
Lodge  Moor  Hospital, 

Sheffield,  10. 


4.  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox. 

Where  laboratory  diagnosis  is  required  specimens  are  sent  to 
Professor  K.  McCarthy,  Department  of  Bacteriology,  Medical  School, 
Ashton  Street,  Liverpool,  3. 
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SECTION  VIII— Venereal  Disease. 

Information  as  to  the  location,  days  and  hours  of  the  available  facilities 
for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  disease  among  merchant 
seamen  under  international  arrangements,  including  in-patient  treat- 
ment and  the  steps  taken  to  make  these  facilities  known  to  seamen. 


NO  CHANGE. 


SECTION  IX — Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases  on  ships. 

TABLE  D. 


Category. 

Disease 

Number  of  cases 
during  the  year. 

Number  of 
ships 
concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Cases  landed  from 
ships  from  foreign 
ports  

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

NU 

Cases  which  have  oc- 
curred on  ships  from 
foreign  ports  but  have 
been  disposed  of  before 
arrival 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

NU 

Cases  landed  from 
other  ships 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

NU 

No  cases  of  Smallpox,  Cholera,  Plague,  Yellow  Fever,  Typhus  or 
Relapsing  Fever  occurred  during  the  year  1969. 


SECTION  X — Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  Malaria  in  ships. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Malaria  occurring  on  any  arriving  ship. 


SECTION  XI — Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or  suspected 

for  Plague. 

No  “ infected  ” or  “ suspected  ” ships  entered  the  port  during  1969. 
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SECTION  XII — Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

1.  Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats. 

All  ships  from  “ infected  ports  ” are  searched  for  evidence  of 
rats  (excreta,  gnawings,  runs,  etc.)  and  traps  are  set  for  confirma- 
tion of  findings.  Similar  precautions  are  taken  if  the  crew  or  steve- 
dores report  indications  of  rats  on  other  ships  or  if  routine  inspec- 
tions reveal  suspicious  circumstances. 

2.  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination 
of  rodents,  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague,  including  the 
number  of  rodents  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Bodies  of  rodents  are  sent  for  routine  examination  for  plague 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  St.  Ajine’s  Road,  Lincoln,  but 
during  1969  no  bodies  were  recovered  from  ships  using  the  port. 

3.  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods  used, 
and,  if  done  by  a commercial  contractor,  the  name  of  the  contractor. 

Boston  is  not  a designated  approved  port  and  there  are  no 
standing  arrangements  for  the  deratting  of  ships. 

4.  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships. 

Any  work  found  to  be  necessary  is  carried  out  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Chief  Port  Health  Inspector. 

TABLE  E. 

Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 


Category. 

Number. 

Black  rats  

Nil. 

Brown  rats  

Nil. 

Species  not  known  

Nil. 

Sent  for  examination  

Nil. 

Infected  with  plague  

Nil. 

TABLE  F. 

Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued 
during  the  year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports. 


Boston  is  not  a designated  approved  port  and  therefore  no  De- 
ratting Certificates  have  been  issued. 


Net  tonnage. 

No.  of  Deratting  Exemption 
Certificates  issued. 

Ships  up  to  300  tons  

17 

Ships  from  301 — 1,000  tons  .... 

16 

Ships  from  1,001 — 3,000  tons  .... 

Nil 

Total  .... 

33 
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SECTION  XIII — Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances. 

TABLE  G. 

Inspections  and  Notices. 

Number  of  ships  inspected  : 137. 


Nature  of  Nuisances. 

Found 

Remedied 

Defects  of  Original  Construction 

— 

— 

Defects  due  to  Wear  and  Tear  ... 

2 

— 

Dirt,  Vermin,  etc 

7 

7 

Served 

Complied  with 

Statutory  Notices 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Notices 

9 

7 

SECTION  XIV — Public  Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations,  1934  and  1948. 

There  are  Mussel  and  Cockle  Beds  both  within  and  without  the 
Area  of  the  Port  Health  Authority  in  the  Wash.  These  are  periodically 
inspected  and  samples  of  the  shell-fish  are  taken  for  analysis. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  1969,  either  under  the 
Public  Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations,  1934  and  1948,  or  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955. 


SECTION  XV — Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens. 

NO  CHANGE. 


SECTION  XVI— Miscellaneous. 

Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have  died  on 
board  ship  from  infectious  disease. 

NO  CHANGE. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  principal  food  imports  were  as  follows  : — 


Commodity 

Tons 

Grain  (in) 

28,802 

Potatoes  

17,245 

Onions  

12,007 

Fresh  Fruit  and  Vegetables 

11,166 

Vegetables  in  Tins  

12,689 

Milk  in  Tins  

7,346 

Glucose  

6,297 

Starch  

6,296 

Fruit  in  Tins  

2,988 

Honey  

2,858 

Tomato  Puree  

1,820 

Vegetables  in  Brine  

302 

Meat  in  Tins  

265 

Dehydrated  Vegetables 

254 

Dates  

160 

Macaroni  

150 

Orange  Juice  

60 

Tomato  Juice  

39 

Garlic  

36 

Miscellaneous  

57 

‘ted. 

Grain  

5,609 

During  the  year  the  following  amounts  of  foodstuffs  were  found  to 
be  unfit  and  were  destroyed  : — 


Carrots  . 

Potatoes 

Onions 

Tomatoes 

Peaches 


530 

tons 

1 

cwt. 

28  lbs. 

91 

tons 

1 

cwt. 

32  lbs. 

25 

tons 

5 

cwts. 

35  lbs. 

25 

Boats. 

61 

Large 

Trays. 
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